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Y imocenmber 1955

MEHORANDUM FOR: . Richayd Jdssell
TRITOT: tisposition [ Fi10ts  25X1X7

25X1X7

1. In Jume of 1955 a totel of I vere recruited
an indigenous pilots for Froject nm Of this musber, & re-
mained who are physically and professiomally qualified, These &
pilots have complebed all physical snd paychologionl] exssdimtions
axcept the high altitude chamber run at Wright-Patterson Alr Force
Zuse. This final check was postpoped becsuse of the expense and
difficulty of procuring the necessary pressure suits at this time,
In addition these o pilots have completed refresher treiring in
T~33 aireraft at Creig Alr Poree Base, Alsbeme. A1l of them demon-
girated aversge or above avaruge ocualifications as jet pilots. The
course at Cmig included day and night flving, serobatics, instru.
ment {light treining, flight plamning and mavipation. They all
completed a minimm of 45 hours of flying plus the complete jet
pual ification ground school course.

Ze In genernl, these pllots have demonstrasted above average
intelligence., They prove to be perticularly receptive $o class
roorm Instruction, aml even though ihey are mot fluent in English,
they had no difficulity in absorbing the instruction, Most of them
35111 lael Ffaedility in conversationel Enplish, tobd all are accep-
table In seromautical and air traffic cmirol terminclogy. 1T :
gould estimate thet in U to 10 weeks they will be Fluent enough i
in ¥ywligh to be considered fully aeceptable for Project AGQURTONE.

ds It ip very important for reasons of momsle, future planaine

and mmpagement thet we have an early decision regarding the ulitimmte
integration of these pilots into Project AGUETOHE. They all under-

stand that they were recrulted fer overflight activiiy and are most
amcious 3o get on with such a program. We have also incurred

considershle exponse in their training 4o date, and I feel that we

should not combinue mm axtmsim further tr&in:lng unless we fully

sxpect o use thap 2 I 3 B to protect the 25X1A6b
interest of the in particuiar as

they made the spproach divectly 3o
I o7 the recruitrent of these pilote with the full under-
standing that they would be used in an lmvortant program imralving
aew equimeent end overflicht of the USSR.
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iy, i @ favorable decision is reached regarding the use of
ihese pilots in Project AQUETONE we plan to send them to Iauwm Alr
Torce Base, Fhoenix, Arigome, for check ocut in FOUF aircraft, and
on completion of this course, srrange for them to bhave sctusl
reconnaissance training inclwiing iong rengs mavigation missions
with cne of the reconnaissanee Wirgs of the Tecticel Alr Command
(GAF. If it is decided that we arc not going to use these pilots
in Project AQUETONE we feel that we mmst accomplish some token
training in advenced type sircreft and therefore will go alwead with
e training at Luke Air Foree Base in the FOUF as this is the latest
plane programwed ror the NG 25X1X7
Ge F pilots are currenily undergoing a period of rest
and relsxetlon in "lorida grd * feel that it is imperstive that we
nave some decision so that we caa brief them accoxdingly abortly
nfter the first of the ysor and pricr to their movement to Luke
Air Force Base, It is my feeling that these pllots have damomstraisd
that they possess the basic qualificstions necessary Ioxr use in
Project AOUETONR. I recommend thot this be given favorsbls con-
yideration,
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